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How Many Offspring?

Problem

How does the length of gestation (pregnancy), number of offspring per birth, age of puberty, and life span of various mammals compare?

Procedure

1. Open Google Sheets
2. In Column A (1-8), enter the data for Gestation Period (days)
3. In Column B (1-8), enter the name of the mammal
4. Click and drag your mouse over both Column A and Column B to highlight

5. Click Insert on top toolbar

A. Click Chart, Pick a bar graph style of your liking and click Insert
6. Right click on the Plot Area of the graph

A. Click Title
a. Name the graph, Length of Pregnancy, click Enter

B. Click Axis
a. Select Vertical Axis Title
i. Name Axis, Gestation Period (days), click Enter
C. Click Axis
a. Select Horizontal Axis Title
i. Name Axis, Mammals, click Enter

7. Left Click on any bar, Click Data Label, Click on Value
8. Right Click on the Legend Box, click Clear
9. Click Sheet 1 (bottom of screen), click rename, change to Gestation Period
10. Print Graph:
A. Click drop down arrow, top right corner, and click Save Image
1. Open Image, click print
11. Click + symbol, (bottom left of page) to add new sheet, repeat steps 2-10 for each of the three remaining graphs.

Data Table

Graph #1     







	Mammal
	Gestation Period 

        (days)

	Opossum
	           12

	Mouse
	           20

	Rabbit
	           30

	Dog
	           61

	Lion
	         108

	Monkey
	         175

	Human
	         280

	Horse
	         330


Graph #2                   
	Mammal
	Number of Offspring

          Per Birth

	Opossum
	               13

	Mouse
	                6

	Rabbit
	                4

	Dog
	                7

	Lion
	                3

	Monkey
	                1

	Human
	                1

	Horse
	                1


Graph #3                  
	Mammal
	  Age at Puberty

       (months)

	Opossum
	             8

	Mouse
	             2

	Rabbit
	             4

	Dog
	             7

	Lion
	           24

	Monkey
	           36

	Human
	          156

	Horse
	           18


Graph #4                   
	Mammal
	     Life Span

      (Years)

	Opossum
	           2

	Mouse
	           3

	Rabbit
	           5

	Dog
	          15

	Lion
	          23

	Monkey
	          20

	Human
	          74

	Horse
	          25


Analysis
1.  What does gestation period mean (graph #1)? _______________________________

2.  Which of the mammals has the longest gestation period? _______________________

3.  Which mammals have the same number of offspring (3)? _______________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

4.  What can you infer (conclude, predict, interpret) about the length of gestation and 
     the number of offspring? (Place both graphs next to each other for comparison and 

     analysis purposes) ______________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

5. Which organism has the longest life span? __________________________________

6.  Which organism has the earliest onset of puberty? ____________________________

7.  What can you infer (conclude, predict, interpret) about the age of puberty and life   

     span? (Place both graphs next to each other for comparison and analysis purposes)     

      _____________________________________________________________________
      _____________________________________________________________________

8.  If a mouse produces five litters per year, how many mice does the average female 

     mouse produce in a lifetime? _____________________________________________
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