
Science 8
Expectations & Procedures

Mrs. Edie Fulton 

Email: efulton@southseneca.org)

Telephone: 607-869-9636 ext. 1248
Welcome Back! This is your second and final year of middle school science with me! You’ll notice that as we move through this year the emphasis will be directed toward preparing for the State Test that you’ll be taking in May (Performance) & June (Written). Many of the same expectations and procedures will again be in place this year, so it should be an easy and smooth start, being you are already familiar with the different components of my class.
Team 8 Expectations
1. COME PREPARED – Make sure to always have your needed supplies for each class daily! It is expected that you have an accordion folder, pen/pencil and planner each day you come to school.
2. DO YOUR BEST & PARTICIPATE – Participation and effort are key to your success.

3. MAKE GOOD CHOICES – Remember that all actions have consequences (positive and/or negative). “Own your behavior”, learn from mistakes and consequences, make it right and move forward as a better person.
Class Rules

1. Be in your seat on time and ready to learn!
2. Have needed materials with you daily.

3. Participate in class discussions and activities.

4. Be positive!
Materials

1. 3” – Three-ring binder with seven tab dividers:

a. Unit I – Chemical Interactions

b. Unit II – Physical Interactions

c. Unit III – Energy & Heat

d. Unit IV -  Weather & Climate

e. Unit V – Earth’s Changing Surface

f. Unit VI – Astronomy

g. State Test Review

2.   Pens (black or blue ink ONLY!) and pencils 

3. Planner

4. Homework accordion folder/Trapper Keeper
Grading Procedures – Student grades consist of five components:
1. Homework – Formative Assessment
The idea behind homework is practice. Homework will be assigned nightly and is used to monitor student learning. It is expected that homework be completed on time but will be accepted late and can be redone to strengthen understanding. By practicing with homework, students are better prepared for summative assessments (quizzes & tests).
2. Labs & Projects – Formative Assessment
Labs: In order to fully understand many of the concepts in science, laboratory activities will be completed. These activities are completed during class time – it is essential that if a student is absent during a laboratory activity that they arrange a time to come in and make up the missing activity. 
Projects: Several projects will be completed throughout the year. Projects are usually completed during class time but there may be some that will need to be completed on the student’s own time. 
3. Quizzes – Summative Assessment
Quizzes are designed to check the understanding of concepts discussed throughout a unit. Students will receive approximately a two day prior notification as to when a quiz will be given. Quizzes can be retaken for a better score. 

4.  Tests – Summative Assessment
Notification of an upcoming test will be give approximately 1 weeks prior to the date it 

will be administered. Students will receive a review sheet for each test that breaks down 

each portion of the unit and the notebook sections that each answer can be located on. These review sheets will be collected for a homework grade but more importantly they could mean the difference between passing and failing the test. 

Notebooks
A notebook for each unit will be kept in a three-ring binder. Students will be given a cover sheet at the beginning of the unit, on which the title of every assignment will be recorded. At the end of the unit a 10 question quiz will be taken that checks organization abilities. Notebooks will be kept in Mrs. Fulton’s room at all times. Only the homework accordion folder will go home and contain all materials needed to complete an assignment.  


Tablets

Each student will receive a school issued tablet. It is essential that these tablets come to school daily with the student charged. These tablets will not only act as an additional learning tool for the student but also as their planner.  If you deem it that your student not receive a school issued tablet, access to a device that has WiFi and internet access is absolutely essential for the work we will be completing this year.
Email Updates
The 7th grade Team uses a listserve, email address bank, to communicate information with parents. Each teacher will be asking for an email address that you can be reached with to create this listserve. When individual teachers, or the Team as a whole, needs to inform you of upcoming events or important dates we will use this format of communication. This also helps us in contacting you as individual circumstances arise. If your email address changes and you still wish to be on the listserve, we ask that you inform us of the change.
Science 8 Curriculum

Mrs. Fulton

Unit I – Chemical Interactions 
· Intro to Matter

· States of Matter (solid, liquid, gas)

· Phase Changes

· Types of Matter - Elements, Compounds and Mixtures 

· Solubility and concentrations
· Particles of Matter

· Periodic Table

· Atomic Structure

· Acids, Bases and Solutions

· pH Scale & Indicators
Unit II – Physical Interactions 

· Motion & Acceleration

· Force 
· Laws of Motion
· Work and Machines
· Mechanical Advantage/Efficiency

· Simple Machines

Unit III – Energy & Heat
· Nature of Energy
· Potential & Kinetic Energy
· Forms of Energy
· Electricity & Magnetism
· Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources
· Nature of Heat
· Conduction, Convection & Radiation
· Conductor vs. Insulator
Unit IV - Weather & Climate

· Atmosphere & Weather
· Wind & Water

· Weather Patterns & Climate
Unit V - Earth’s Changing Surface

· Mapping Earth’s Surface

· Map Types

· Plate Tectonics

· Earthquakes & Volcanoes

· Rocks & Minerals
Unit VI –Astronomy

· Earth, Sun & Moon 
· The Solar System
· The Universe
Review for Performance (May 2016) and Written Test (June 2016)
· Measurement & Analysis

· Laboratory Analysis

· Microscopes & Classification

· Living Environment

· Interactions Between Living Things
· Genetics
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Please sign and return this bottom portion to Mrs. Fulton indicating that you, the parent/guardian, have read and understand the above information. Please keep the rest 

of the papers on hand, in case you have any questions regarding the grading policy/procedures for Science.
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(Printed Student Name)

_______________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian Signature)

_______________________________________________
(Parent Email Address - Optional)
